[image: image1.jpg]VISIT
SARASATA
COUNTY mossssaamoms

T KEY
CRETREY | WANASOTA K | ENEWG | N FORT




                                
           Arts and Culture fact Sheet

·  The Ringling’s Cà d’Zan mansion was completed in 1925 at a cost of $1.5 million. Influenced by an architectural style called “Venetian Gothic,” Cà d’Zan means “House of John” in Venetian dialect. 
· Architect Dwight James Baum and builder Owen Burns worked together to create the Cà d’Zan mansion.

· Mable Ringling gave the architect postcards, sketches and photos she had collected through her travels to help his design on the mansion.
· The Sarasota Opera House, otherwise known as Sarasota Opera, opened in 1984 at the site of the original A.B. Edwards Theater, built in 1926.
· Sarasota Opera is now on the National Register of Historic Places. 

· The Sarasota Opera is completing the Verdi Cycle producing the complete works of Giuseppe Verdi.
· The Sarasota Ballet, founded in 1987 by Jean Weidner, is Florida’s first Gulf Coast professional ballet company. 
· Jean Weidner, a principal ballerina and choreographer, received several honors, including “Artist of the Year” by Noverre Choreographic Society in Germany. 

· The architecture of the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall is known for its famous seashell design, which was created by William Wesley Peters, an architect of the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation.

· The lavender and purple color scheme of the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall was selected by Wright’s widow, Olgivanna Lloyd Wright. 
· Venice Theater is one of the nation’s largest and most active community theaters.

· Asolo Repertory Theatre is the largest professional not-for-profit theater in the U.S. south of Atlanta.
· The Sarasota School of Architecture is a theory of design focusing on mid-century modern that blends the environment with architectural design. 

For a full list of arts and cultural   venues, festival s, events and offerings, please visit,  http://visitsarasotaarts.org or http://visitsarasota.org.

